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DISEASES OiF THE NOSE, THROAT AND EAR. By I. Simson Hall,
M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.P.Ed., F.R.C.S.Ed., and Bernard H. Colman, M.B., Ch.B.,
F.R.C.S.Ed. Eighth Edition. (Pp. XII+424; figs. 85 30s). Edinburgh and
London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1967.
THE appearance of the eighth edition, the first having appeared in 1937 and three editions
having been reprinted, is a sign of the popularity of this text book designed for students
and general practitioners.
The general plan is the same as in previous editions. Each section is introduced by a
short resume of the anatomy and physiology of the region. Minor alterations have been
made to bring it up to date. New terms have been substituted for old, such as "Sensori-
Neural Deafness". The chapter headed "Nasal Allergy" replaces the previous one entitled
"Vasomotor Rhinorrhoea". The systemic use of cortisone is not now advised in nasal
allergy. Malignant tumours of the naso-pharynx are now classified as after Eggston & Wolff
(1947). The classification of malignant tumours of the larynx is now that recommended by
the International Union against Cancer. The classification of chronic otitis media has also
been revised. The indications for a tracheostomy are now listed. Short notes have been made
on several conditions not previously mentioned, such as rhino-sporidiosis; rhino-scleroma;
trans-sphenoidal hypophysectomy; salivary tumours; leukoplakia; abscess, collapse and
carcinoma of the lung; hiatal hernia and electro-nystagmography.
The eighth edition fulfils its original purpose. It provides all the basic essentials for
diagnosis and treatment of those conditions which interest the general practitioner and the
student. No attempt is made to describe the major operative procedures which are carried out.
K.H.
NOMENCLATURE OF FUNGI PATHOGENIC FOR MAN AND ANIMALS.
By the Medical Mycology Committee. Medical Research Council's Memor-
andum Number 23. Third Edition. (20 pages. 3s). London: Her Majesty's
Stationery Office, 1967.
FINDING the correct names for fungi and the disease(s) they cause is sometimes difficult and
frequently controversial. On occasions, the names of fungi may change overnight, evoking
perplexity or irritation in those concerned oniy with the clinical aspects of the mycoses.
It is perhaps only fair to point out that mycologists, despite a widespread belief to the
contrary, usually have excellent reasons for changing the name of a fungus. In producing
this memorandum, the MRC has summarised the prevailing concepts of fungal nomen-
clature - presenting the results of the mycologists' labours without revealing the preceding
intellectual processes. This is the first edition since 1958 and it takes account of the many
significant advances that have been made since then. The scope of the memorandum has
been widened, and in addition to completely revised indexes of fungi and fungal diseases, a
separate section has been included on poisonous fungi and fungi in allergic disorders. Brief
explanatory notes are given where necessary. This unique publication has a value well in
excess of its modest price, for it constitutes a concise and authoritative vade mecum and
should provide an accessible and satisfactory means of standardizing fungal names. Also
included is a list of synonyms of both fungal and disease names and a list of references.
In addition, there is a system for distinguishing fungi which have not been recorded in the
U.K. but which are of major importance elsewhere, and non-indigenous fungi which have
been recorded in this country. Disease nomenclature, in particular, is always subject to
controversy and the system proposed in this memorandum may not be entirely free from
criticism. Nevertheless it does provide a standard work of reference for these diseases and the
fungi which cause them, and which will relieve the user from involvement or responsibility
in current or future controversies. Whenever pathogenic fungi are to be cited, it is strongly
recommended that they should be done so only after reference to this memorandum.
D.W.R.M.
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